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Stratification studies ignored gender for many years. In such studies women were considered as if the
did not exist or were not of much importance and therefore they were not worth being given any
attention when it came to sharing power, wealth or social credit. In spite of this, gender in itself is one
of the truest examples of stratification. There is no society in which men do not have more influence
than women in some aspects of social life such as having wealth, and social status. The late industrial
period witnessed the emergence of new expectations in household and conjugal affairs in many of
societies especially the industrial societies. Following that, husbands and fathers found a more active
role in family life, and at the same time, women entered into work activities and out of house production.
Thus, the period after the World War II can be considered as a turning point in changing women’s
situation, their employment, and attaining permanent wages and salaries.
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Introduction

In the ancient society of Iran, woman had a preeminent situation and held great power
to the extent that protecting the fire which was a very important task was her
responsibility. In a temporary stage from hunting to agriculture, and based on the
constructive roles performed by woman, this belief in capability and superiority of
woman was strengthened among men, and thus, it paved the ground for establishment
of woman-superiority system (Kar & Lahiji, 1993, 84).

In modern Stone Age, the first industrial revolution happened with the invention of
agricultural and animal husbandry tools. In this revolution, agriculture was restricted
to the growth of grains in a small piece of land run exclusively by women; and men
continued to go hunting and picking fruits. Providing food drinks, and grains, and
preserving them against heat necessitated the pottery making. And weaving which was
women’s duty was emerged. Therefore, it can be assumed that the importance of growth
and production of food raised the social status of women, because not only they
endeavored at these discoveries, but they also transferred the secrets of these inventions
to youngsters. According to Gordon Chaplet, during the superiority period of women,
no traces of war activities can be found in the Modern Stone Age (Michel, 1975, 26).

In this kind of family, spouse-selection was tensely under social pressure. Selecting
a spouse was not based on mutual willingness and interest, and it was done for social

Indian Journal of Social Development
Vol. 20 No. 2 (July-December, 2020)

Received: 15th April 2020    Revised: 30th May 2020     Accepted: 03rd July 2020



142 Mohammad Reza Iravani

compulsion. A society in which individuality had no place, individual interests had
no value. For a girl, marriage was a stage through which she shifted her role as a
singleton living in his father or brother’s house, and adopted the role of a housewife.
Single girl’s probable position was not distinct in her father or brother’s house, probably
higher than a servant but definitely lower than a housewife. The only way of social
promotion was through marriage, although a married woman usually was under the
dominance of her husband or husband’s mother who exerted power on her. However,
through the transference of power from husband to wife in certain domains, woman
gradually turned into a person who gave commands, and after her husband’s death,
she achieved the highest position in a house. Thus, marriage was the only possible
means for girls of a society to acquire an acceptable social role.

Women: A Prospective

Reasoning confirms the full participation of women. 2. Koran and Hadees consider
the same identity for both man and woman believing that both of them are capable of
growth and development. 3. Women have two human and feminine aspects. Islamic
law emphasizes the human aspect in social relationships and considers it as separable
from the pure femininity and has set regulations for both men and women to be
observed in their social life. 4. any person who is physically, practically and mentally
capable to have different positions can take responsibilities and Islam does not.

These investigations based on content analysis and the classical style of textual
analysis and what the researcher wants to state is that after the Islamic revolution in
Iran and deep change happened in the country at different inner and outer levels. In
these changes in the past years, that is in Pahlavi era, the basis of power went under
question and the origin of legal, political and constitution and law making power
changed. Changes in the origin of legislation and political power resulted in changes
in the way of running the country and in this way the Islamic republic of Iran was
soon established after the revolution. This change in the way of running the country
based on the legality of political power originates from monotheist worldview and
Islamic theories. In other words, this change results from a special view towards
concepts and social phenomena. Therefore, this change is natural to be a determining
factor in providing a social model for the study of the role and position of women in
Islamic societies. And since the spiritual leadership system in the Islamic society of
Iran is at the top position in society and the spiritual leader is responsible to take care
of the people and guiding them towards growth and spiritual development, at all
times and places he can answer the problems of society at all levels including the issue
discussed in this study regardless.

The researcher of this study states that women in society make up half of the body
of the human society. However, the question is how much from the viewpoint of Islam
women have a creative role in society, what is the limit of their partnership and
participation in society and whether a husband can deter his wife from taking part in
different social affairs. Although the issue of social partnership is of significant
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importance, it was not studies deeply. In this study this issue was investigated from
the viewpoint of reasoning, Koran and Hadees and finally the opposing opinions were
critiqued. In this study the following main resulted were found:

This study is going to find out the role of position of women as reflected in the
journals and give an image of women before and after the Islamic revolution in Iran.
This study contains five chapters each containing sections and sub-sections as follows.
Chapter one, Introduction, deals with the research topic in this study and discusses
the necessity of the research, aims of the study and limitations of the study. Chapter
two contains 7 sections giving a background of the role and position of women from
the ancient times till now together with a review of the history of the journals of
women as much as possible. This study also investigates the different views on the
role and responsibilities of the mass media in analyzing the different historical
periods. In chapter three, Research Methodology, the procedure for collecting data,
statistical population and the procedure for sampling, the theoretical and operational
definition of the variable as well as the statistical tools for data analysis were
explained. The analysis of the data in two different sections for inscribed texts and
commercial advertisements compose the content of chapter four. In chapter five, a
brief review of the whole study with suggestions from the researcher have been
given.

An investigation into the relationship between the structure of power in families
with the conjugal satisfaction between housewives and employed women. The results
of the study showed that there is a relationship between the structure of family power
with conjugal satisfaction between wives and the level of education of husbands. The
hypothesis stating that there is a difference of the structure of power between the
families in which the wives and husbands are both employed and families in which
the wife is responsible for keeping the house was also confirmed. The relationship
between the structure of the power of the family with a) the education of the wife, b)
the duration of the conjugal life, c) the income of the husband, d) the income of the
husband, e) the cooperation of the husband in house work because the differences
were not significant were confirmed.

The aim of this study is to compare the difference of the roles and positions of men
and women in children’s story books during the years 1369 through 1999. To this
purpose it has been tried to compare the men and women of the stories in terms of
jobs, personality traits, class status, kinds of fun the have, political activities, decision
making, morality, power, beauty, etc. the second purpose is to study the effect of
variables such as the gender of the author and illustrator and his nationality on the
provision of pictures of sexual roles. The comparison of the picture of women in story
books with the role of women in today’s society is the third purpose.

The statistical population in this study is all the story books, i.e., 200 volumes of
such books, that Kanoon has published, for the children of the age group of J and JD
during the years 1990-1999. The methods of investigation in this study are indirect
observation, i.e., the study of story books, and the investigation technique of content
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analysis. The result of the study shows that although the role of men during the ages
has become of more variety the role of women has not change a lot. The findings also
show that there is a significant relationship between the year of publication (time),
(the gender of the author), and (the gender of the illustrator), and the number of pictures,
as well as the roles and position of men and women. What has been pointed out in this
study is that men mostly get their role by acquisition and women get their roles by
selection. And finally, there is no harmony between the pictures of women in story
books with the role of women in today’s world in which many things have changed.
While women now are responsible many social roles, the authors of story books paid
no attention to them.

This study investigates the way of the image of man and woman in the family
rules and Islamic punishment and also shows the legal differences and similarities
between them. It also compares different viewpoints about the rules and gender. The
methodology in this study is basically descriptive. To collect data about the way of the
image of man and woman in these two sets of law a reverse questionnaire was
developed containing 20 items. The results of the study show that men have more
imposing rights and withholding rights than women. Women are more on the pick of
the pyramid of authority than women and when law makers talk about men and women
they give more priority to men than to women.

Age Gap and Situation of Women

Scientists unanimously believe that there are differences between men and women
which affect the health of a family (Sarokhani, 1997, 53). Therefore, it can be said that:
the wide age gap with the age rift cannot help the stability of a family. Thus, it is
probable that the age rift has a role as an effective factor in splitting a family (ibid, 53).
Nowadays, even in many parts of Middle East, the age gap between men and women
at the time of marriage is around 8 years or more, while this average in industrial
societies is around 2 years. This age gap in less developed countries solidifies men’s
social position more, and makes women vulnerable. Nevertheless, with the decrease
of age gap between men and women at the time of marriage in industrial societies,
they achieved economic equality, social balance, improvement in the situation of
women, and… (Sheikhi, 2001, 90).

In many countries, consumption of morphine, heroine, opium, cocaine, and
marijuana, if they are not prescribed by a physician, are considered as deviation from
cultural and legal norms leading to disintegration of a family. Different studies have
shown that disruption in family life is prevalent in western societies extensively and
increasingly. Indifference, dissatisfaction, and disagreement in conjugal issues, decrease
of mutual dependence, and so forth are hegemonic situations which are in direct
contrast with the expectations of couples.

In a society which makes an individual isolated, the potential presence of kinship
network is very important, and acceptance of family as a haven re-manifested for the
individual. The issue of an individual is not restricted to conjugal family group, but
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finding a position in family network enables individuals to find the space and time
direction; and through knowing family background, they attempt at acquiring an
identity for themselves. As soon as an individual finds the chain of sequential
generations for himself, he belongs to the kinship network of his wife, and through his
family origins, and the place where they can be connected, he supposes that has
achieved a purpose. Kinship networks create stability and sense of belonging, and
perform its task as systems of acquiring identity (Segalin, 1991, 110).

A main issue discussed by gender and stratification studies in today’s societies is
that to what extent in the contemporary world we can understand gender inequalities
based on stratification. Gender inequalities historically have a deeper root than stratified
societies. Even societies that had the habit of hunting to collect their food and there were
no strata, men had a better position than women. However, stratifications are so manifest
in today’s societies that they considerably coincide with gender inequalities. The welfare
of women is usually a reflection of their fathers or life partners. Therefore, it can be
argued that gender inequalities must be determined based on stratum. (ibid, 239).

Frank Parkin has Nicely Stated this View

Women as compared with men have no better position in different aspects of social
life such as job opportunities, possession of properties and income. However, these
inequalities that are in relationship with gender difference are not considered as the
components of stratification. The reason is that for a majority of women the allocation
of social and economical awards is determined based on the status of their family, and
in particular , the father of the family. Although women share house properties due to
their gender, their right about their properties is not basically specified by their own
job but by the job of their father or their spouse. Even though the wives and daughters
of unskilled workers have some commonalities with the wives and daughters of the
land lords or the rich, there is no doubt that there are more striking differences in their
general status. It could be realistic to consider gender as a main factor in stratification
if the low social status of women was considered so important to exceed the class
differences. (Parkin, 1971, pp. 14-15).

There are also studies on the occupation such as the study done by Andrew Michael
in 1966. This study shows a correlation between the occupation of women and the just
distribution of the roles and responsibilities. In other words, this study shows that the
more the specialty of women increases in official or physical work, their position in
maintaining the balance of power against their spouse will be better. In addition, the
determining factor here is the amount of income earned by women especially its
difference with the amount of income by their husband. (Segalen, 1991, p. 274) In the
US, Blood, Wolf, Heer, Vellar and Hill, and in Europe, Rene Quneek, Andrew Michel,
Lopery, Lamozeh and Boreek, and ZUe Sue yeek and Sofilos Rojeeld have shown that
having a job for women equals reduction in the power of the husband and equality
decision making indicating in itself the legal base of women in nuptial life. (Michele,
1975, p. 194).
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Mir Moezzi and associates (1997) in their study on “the access of the rural women
to the resources and facilities of production” have investigated the obstacles before
rural women in the world as well as in Iran in playing constructive roles. In this study
the rate of partnership of rural women in economic activities was analyzed using the
available domestic and world statistics. Emphasizing the need of women to the
educational and promulgating services this study has enumerated on the most
important institutions which were active in Iran in the education of women from the
beginning up to now by giving their background and the kind of activity they had. In
addition, some statistics were provided about the education of women, and family
tutelary women based on their activity in the senses taking of 1375. This study
finally concludes that the access of the rural women to the production resources was
very much limited and that there is a necessity in reviewing the rules and regulations.
(Mir Moezzi and associates, 1997).

Khani (Dadvar) in his Doctoral thesis on “The position and role of the employment
of women in the process of rural development: A case study in Gilan Province”, was
looking for the nature as well as the changes of the occupation of rural women in a
geographically homogeneous area. The findings of this study shows that the agriculture
structures and the social-economical structure are the determining factors in the how
of the engagement of women in agricultural work and that unemployment and
modernization in rural areas are the most influential factors on the way of the
economical partnership of rural women in recent years. According to this study, all
the recent changes resulted in the isolation of active women from the economical
activities and in these conditions women mostly sufficed to one activity and got their
requirements from the market. Several factors in this study about volume of the work
of women were tested. Some of these factors emphasize special rural characteristics in
terms of location and some others emphasize the family economical-social aspects.
The results show that although the occupation of women is influenced by the conditions
for cultivation and the seasonal need for work force, it is also influenced by the socio-
economical and cultural aspects of the society and that the effect of location conditions
is less than the effect of socio-economical conditions in such a way that on the one
hand the poverty of the families intensifies the need for the partnership of women as
the work force and on the other hand, by the removal of the economical needs their
partnership as agricultural work force will be reduced. (Khani, Davar, 1996).

In the twentieth century, core family turned into the current family life in an
industrial society. By industrial growth and urban development, core family, with
current definition of wife, husband, and unmarried children, formed a highest per
cent of different types of families. In this period, the core family was no more considered
as an imperfect and collapsing family, but it gradually turned into a favorable form of
family life.

Women’s rights in marriage, making decisions in family, normalization of divorce
….are considered aspects of change in family pattern. In the past and before these
changes, the right to divorce was completely granted to men in many societies …while
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in the present era, women organizations exerted great pressure in creating equal rights
for both genders which include marriage affairs such as choice of marriage, divorce,
wife, bearing children, number of children, and the like (Sheikhi, 2001, 54).

Hemurabi, the sixth king of Babylon, made some reforms in improving women’s
situation. He abolished monogamy and gave the right to women for marriage,
ownership, and trade. He also permitted women to be clergies. Base on the discovered
evidences, historians and archaeologists believe that Assyrian laws were more lenient
and compassionate towards women than Hemurabi’s.

In Ilami thought, woman had her own humane right, and she was never inferior.
But from 17th century B.C onward, social aspect of Iran gradually underwent
transformations by the advent of the first groups of Arians, and peace of previous
societies turned into long-term wars. Before the advent of Arians to Iran, local tribes
had mother-god religion, but Arian tribes spread father-king and father-god religion.
Therefore, matriarch Iran became overruled by patriarch system. According to historical
evidences, woman’s situation was not that much different in Maad, Pars, and
Sasanid periods in terms of total submissiveness to husband and independence within
house.

Woman performed a crucial role in the household economy and enjoyed a
privileged status within a family due to acting the roles of a mother and housewife. It
was believed that housewife was linked with the idea of lordship. And according to
the studies of on women’s right in Sasanid period, Christian Bartelmy concludes:
“woman went through her own accomplishment and rightful independence in Sasanid
Empire. However, Arabs’ victory and collapse of Sasanid Empire, once again, violated
these achievements of woman and downgraded them totally” (Sattari, 1996).

With the advent of Islam to Iran a grave cultural revolution happened. Islam
appreciated humanity of both men and women and calls them both for movement
and construction. Koran addresses woman like man and considers her equal to man in
belief and responsibility; and regards both of them equal in terms of human values
and spirituality (Baghare, verse 30).

Woman in the society of early Islam adopted a perfect characteristic, and for the
first time in the history of mankind Islam granted woman an economic independence.
Islam grants woman inheritance right as well as earning and ownership of Mehriye,
even in many Islamic regions, beside her husband, woman has been engaged
in economic activities. Woman in Prophet Mohammad’s period was actively
participated in constructing Islamic society; she went out, worked, and took part in
wars (Naghdi, 58).

Islam took women’s hands and kept them equal to men, while before the advent
of the prophet of Islam, women were regarded as nothing; Islam granted women power
and authority. There are specific regulations in Islam which suits woman’s physiology,
and it does not mean that Islam has differentiated men and women (Movement of
Muslim Women, 1360, 6).
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According to Islam the principle of equality between man and woman has been
recognized and preserved in public laws. However, the roles and responsibilities of
man and woman are set according to physical and mental characteristics; they are
very precise and suit their mental and physical capabilities as they are revealed in
verses and traditions of the prophet’s period, and they are evident for every unbiased
observer (Ayatollah Talghani, 1982, 129).

With the advent of Islam to Iran, man’s dominance over woman diminished and
increased his responsibilities towards men. During this period, many of women writers
and scholars came to fore, and with librating education, and learning and knowledge
had an amazing growth. Unfortunately, with the invasion of Mongols to Iran, erudition
and political blossoming period ended.

The marriage customs and traditions of Mongols indicate that boys and girls got
married in a very young age in that period, and usually, marriage was knotted between
two stranger tribes; and choosing a spouse was in the form of proposal, or fighting
and taking away a girl forcefully (Bayani, 1981, 40).

From legal viewpoint, women were owners of their properties and they could be
equal to men, especially in the early evolution of Mongol reign women had more
important and superior roles than men in tribal society in terms of running economic
wheels.

Another specific Mongol law was the inheritance of women. Thus, the property
of a dead wife was given to other wives of khans and sultans, and not to her
children; according to other evidences, a dead wife’s property was given to her
daughter.

In this period, educating children was on the shoulders of mother, and father had
role in this regard; because of monogamy, men did not have much time to educate
them. The authority of woman was more evident in middle class who was the generator
of wealth. In this class, woman’s role was more effective than man; in other words,
women were more exposed to exploitation (Bayani, 1981, 36-38).

In the family system of Ghajari period, the divorce right was given to men; a man’s
divorce requisition for any reason or excuse sufficed its implementation. Taking care
of children was women’s duty in this period; in addition to raising children, they had
other duties like cooking, cleaning, shopping, and …and besides, they had other
responsibilities like carpet weaving, threat making, and other handicrafts (Delrish,
1996, 33). Women played a crucial role in livelihood of family either through production
for family or production for sustenance, and this role was effectual for economy of the
country.

Patinger who came to Iran during the reign of Fathali Shah, has a report on
the useful role of Kermani women in production and exchange; and states that
shawl waving, Ghar weaving, and gun making in this region is well-known all
over Asia …women of Isfahan were skillful in Gholchedouzi and Naghddouzi
(Delrish, 1996, 44).
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Women entered government system in the late Ghajar period during the reign of
Ahmad Shah and they were employed as secret policewomen in certain places where
their services were required. For investigating and clarifying criminal cases, women
involved in the scene and, in fact, they performed positive role in the society (Delrish,
1996, 65).

The next activity in which women had the most participation was mourning
ceremonials of the month of Moharram, Rozekhani, and Taziye plays. It is evidenced
in studying available sources that we come across the active participation of
women in such ceremonies. During Mashroute Revolution, the assumed differences
between men and women were censured. Even before the incident, the necessity
of creating a revolution in women’s lives and involving them in social affairs
was underscored in the newspapers published abroad. In Ghanoon news paper it
is stated in this regard: “movement of every nation consists of women, no national
plan can progress without the management of women”. With their active participation
in Mashroute movement especially in big cities, women came to know modern
values and believed in new aspirations and whishes about their destiny (Delrish, 1996,
112-113).

During Pahlavi period, freedom of women, removing veil, and introducing new
covering were emerged. The new covering gradually turned women into puppets in
the hands of men. While the trend under feministic activities had started in the world,
officials’ attention was inclined towards the affairs of women, and then, some
revolutions happened regarding education of women.

Basically, women had a very minor role in social affairs during this period.
However, during Pahlavi period Iranian women were as active as women all around
the world in different arenas. Their acquired rights during this period included choosing
and being chosen, participation in different social arenas, and education. Although
the regime’s propaganda strongly considered women as tools, most women made
optimum use of their acquired rights. Of course, their social activities were limited
(Kadivar, 1996, 153).

Conclusion

Emergence of this period had determining outcome for women and brought about
remarkable changes in their situation. Not only industrialization affected women’s
situation in industrial societies, but it also affected other societies in the form of a
cultural transference. Thus, cultural changes in women’s situation mainly date back
to industrialization and industrial era. According to Oak Lee, a sociologist,
industrialization in its capitalist form, gave a modern role to a housewife and affected
conjugal relationships. Each partner had separate interests, activities, and
responsibilities which led to the economic independence of women. This trend went
beyond the borders of industrial countries and entered non-industrial countries. The
trend brought about huge revolutions in women’s situation and as well as increasing
dynamism of women. Therefore, women gradually adopted dual roles, that is, the
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role of a wife and mother, and the economic and production role out of house. Reformed
laws granted many legal rights to married person, and they could have control over
their wealth and earning and use them as they liked (Sheikhi, 2001, 117-118).
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